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Introduction:  
Right at the front entrance of our home,  stood a lovely tree.  I had often admired its beautiful leaves during the summer season and took pains to keep from damaging it when we did some remodeling and built a porch and deck.   About 5 years after moving into that home, some friends from church came over one afternoon.  They were new to our fellowship and had not been to our home before.  As he entered, the husband said to me, “what a beautiful apricot tree you have.”   I responded by saying, “I really don’t think it is an apricot tree because we have lived here for over 5 years and there has never been a blossom or an apricot on it.”  “Well, have you ever tried to feed it?” came the reply.
You know, it did turn out to be an apricot tree and it often gave bushels of apricots.  How could I not have known???   Because,  up until that time, it had never given a single piece of fruit.  That first apricot was a dead give away that it actually was an apricot tree.  
I want to speak to you today about your fruitfulness as believers.  Is it  enough to stand in church with your beautiful Christian leaves on?  With fruit trees, is the tree the important part or is it the fruit that grows on that tree?  That apricot tree looked nice, but it became a treasure, when it had fruit.  God, uses the metaphor of fruit over and over in the Scriptures to teach us how God makes us a treasure in His kingdom.  
· Spiritual fruit is the evidence of our standing with God: 
Psalm 92:12-15  12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.  13 They are planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of our God.  14 They still bear fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and green,  15 to declare that the LORD is upright; he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.

· Spiritual fruit is of more value than riches: 
Proverbs 8:12-19   12 "I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and I find knowledge and discretion……. 17 I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me.  18 Riches and honor are with me, enduring wealth and righteousness.  19 My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold, and my yield than choice silver.

· Spiritual fruit reveals the state of our hearts: 

Luke 6:43-45  43 "For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit,  44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush.  45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

The first four verses of II Peter reveal the precise origin and nature of all fruitfulness.  It comes from God Himself who chooses to grant us “everything pertaining to life and godliness.”   Jesus Himself confirmed this truth when He said:

John 15:4-5  4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

Take your Bibles and let’s read from II Peter Chapter one together.   
2 Peter 1:1-11  Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:  2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.  5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,  6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,  7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.  10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;  11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.
Last week we discovered the source of our fruit.  It is God Himself by the means of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Today we will learn three vital truths about Spiritual Fruit: 

· How do we cultivate spiritual fruit? [5] 

· How do we recognize spiritual fruit? [5b-7]
· How are we transformed by spiritual fruit? [8-9]
How do we cultivate spiritual fruit? [5] 

2 Peter 1:5  5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence,

For this very reason:  It is exactly because God has supplied everything for us that we are now called to cultivate the soil of our own minds, hearts and lives.  The Scripture never calls us to do good works for our salvation.  It calls us to be outwardly the children that God has made us through His divine power.  In other words, God is revealed to a lost world through the redemption and transformation of His own children.  “His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness´ 2 Peter 1:3  
BUT, God accomplishes this purpose through our desire to live for Him.  We have been saved to reveal God’s grace and mercy to sinners.  But, how does leaving us drowning in our sin and evil works reveal His Grace?  It does not!   God reveals His Grace, Love and now power, by transforming us by His own strength and Glory.  

Colossians 1:9-14   9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Applying all diligence:  This means to get up and do something now.  Do not just intend to do it.  Do not wait until you have more knowledge, or feel better or defeat some sin in your lives.  “Applying all diligence”  means “DO NOT WAIT” for anything to change.  Act now to participate in your glorious transformation into a child of the light.  God has given you power to be like Jesus.  

God saved you for His Glory, but He is transforming you for His greater glory.  As surely as your salvation was ordained before the creation of the world, so also were your actual good works.  God made those also and has ordained that we should walk in them.
Ephesians 2:10  0 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

So….that brings us to our part.  We need to know what those works are because God has already provided everything we need in order to walk in them.   
In [by or through] your faith supply moral excellence:  We are going to apply moral excellence to our lives, but how will we ever do it?  We will do it through or by faith in Christ. Remember what we have always said about faith.  It is what God has done for us and not what we have done for Him.  Peter has told us that God has granted us everything for life and godliness.  

Do you believe that clear statement of Scripture or do you not believe it?   Please notice that I did not ask you if you felt competent to supply moral excellence to your life.  I asked if you believed that God, through Jesus, had given you everything you need in for life and godliness?   It boils down to if you believe God is telling the truth here.  That is what “in faith” means.  This is how it works!  God is calling you right now to decide to believe Him about this.  He is asking you to make it a priority in your life to be godly. Now He explains how you embrace this promise of transformation and fruitfulness.   
How do we recognize spiritual fruit? [5b-7]

2 Peter 1:5-7  in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,  6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,  7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.
Supply moral excellence:  This is the beginning point of our transformation.  What does it mean?   “Supply” is a command and it means exactly what it says.  Don’t over think this and don’t panic.  If a parent gives to their child the money for lunch, they will be able to supply it when they are asked to.  
“Moral excellence”  is, but not limited to, “modesty, purity, honesty, faithfulness, compassion.”  In fact,  it describes any moral virtue. We know not to lie, right?  God has given believers the ability to tell the truth and now is commanding you to do so.  We know not to steal.  God has given you the ability to never take what is not yours.   I didn’t know much when I was saved, but I did know not to curse God and use His name to curse men.  God commanded me to stop, but He himself had already enabled me to do so.  I just had to supply what He had given.  I needed knowledge for that.  I got it in the Bible.
Knowledge:  Our Christian life is dependent on knowledge.  You need to know more and more about God everyday.  There is nothing in His revealed Word that is useless to us.  
2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
Have you ever read something in the Bible and said, “I did not know that.”  Or “I did not know that I was supposed to do that, or believe that or not think that?”   The knowledge of God and His Word adds to our moral excellence.  We discover more of the surpassing greatness of God and His supply to us.  

Self-control:  This means the mastery of your desires.  We have sexual desires, but God has put limits on them.  We often do not want to give time or money because we desire to keep it for ourselves, but God has given us the ability to do it any way.  You can prove the truth of this easily enough.  Give money to someone or something than you cannot afford.  Attend some study or worship that you are too tired to attend. You will discover that you actually can do it when you thought you could not. 
Have you ever wished to see and experience the divine power of God in your life?  Really…have you desired that as a believer?   You will see it when you determine in your mind and heart to apply all diligence to having it.  Then you will experience the power of God.  It is an awesome and exciting reality of our Christian life.   
Perseverance:  We tend to think of perseverance as taking a long time.  Actually, it only requires you to do the next thing.  If your temptation is to lie, you only need to tell the truth one more time to persevere.  If you need to learn about God and Christ it only requires you to go to Bible Study one more time. It is the state of mind that is determined to stay faithful and loyal to Christ.  
Our failures and weaknesses say nothing of our desires to live for God.  They reveal our frailty and dependence instead.  Have you ever said, “Good!  I just failed to be loving by controlling my tongue and speaking an edifying word?”  Of course not.  We are sad or grieved because we sinned, but as believers we confess our sin and sinfulness to God  and resume our desire to live for Christ.  This is what John spoke of when he said, 
1 John 1:8-10  8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.

Godliness: The Christian life is not lived by trying to get into the good graces of God.  It is lived in the TRUE KNOWLEDGE that we are in The Good Graces of God, because of The Cross.  Godliness describes a heart that considers God in everything.  It submits to God, not just outwardly obeys Him.  To our perseverance in obeying God let us add our confession that God has given us everything and we need.  

Godliness seeks God.  It does not perform for God….it depends on God.  It does not seek to impress God,  it is, instead,  impressed with God.  It is a redeemed heart and it knows the one who bought it and washed it and therefore owns it.  Where does such a heart come from?  It is granted by His divine power.  

Brotherly kindness: This is the love of brothers and sisters in the Family.  I am stunned at how believers will condemn one another over a sincere doctrinal difference or over the translation of the Bible they read.  Someone once asked me what “perversion” of the Bible I was reading from because it differed some from his.  Why are we always eager to believe the worse things we hear about other believer?  It is because we do not practice brotherly love.  It is a choice you make and you do it consciously and daily.  Gossip, backbiting, criticism, refusal to be reconciled, unforgiveness must go if we are to “experience” His divine power for life and godliness.   If this seems impossible to do then you will need this final resource.  
Love:  Brotherly [or sisterly] love speaks of how we treat one another while “agape” goes more to the heart of the issue.  It is about how we feel about one another.  We can bite our tongue and not criticize or gossip but THAT IS NOT LOVE.  Here are some of the characteristics of love: 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8  4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,  5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,  6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;  7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  8 Love never fails;

Love is God’s gift to you through the Holy Spirit.  It is the greatest of all virtues.  Two people or a church full of people who have this love of God, cannot be separated.  
Colossians 3:13-14   13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

We do not produce fruit anymore than a farmer does.  But we are responsible to cultivate it.  We are called to “grow or tend the crop. We are accountable to God to nurture our spiritual life.  
How  will know if we are cultivating and nurturing our spiritual life before God?   We will be able to recognize the results!  When we grow a fruit tree and feed it properly, prune it properly and water it properly we will recognize a harvest of fruit on that tree.  If it is moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love you seek then this is what you should sow.  God has provided the seed…You sow it!
2 Corinthians 9:10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.

One final thought here.  You will then be able to eat that fruit and be blessed by it.

Hebrews 12:11-14  11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.  12 Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees,  13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed.  14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
How are we transformed by spiritual fruit? [8-11]
2 Peter 1:8-9  8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 
If these qualities are yours and are increasing: This phrase lets us know that we are a “work in progress.”  Satan keeps our minds upon our failures.  Christ centered,  preaching of the Gospel will keep our eyes on the Cross.  Jesus died for us there because we are sinners who need redemption and transformation.  Redemption takes place in a moment, but transformation takes a life time.  We have been given everything we need in a moment, but the applying of this resource takes a life time.  
They render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ:  We cannot bear fruit apart from Christ.  We are connected to His life-giving root.  We are branches upon which that root will produce the good fruit of righteousness.  This fruit will identify us.  You cannot become a Christian by doing any of these things anymore than a fence post can become a fruit tree by hanging apples on it.  
Do you want to have a deeper experience of the power and love of Christ?  Do you long for intimacy with God through Christ?  Then God has given you everything you need.  You are now to bring it out and use it in your family, church, neighborhood and workplace.  It makes you “useful” to God. Have you ever imagined that you could be USEFUL or FRUITFULL to God?   Fruitfulness reveals the power of God to transform sinners into the image of God in the face of Christ.  We do not know God primarily by learning intellectual things about Him.  We know God as a person [intimately] by setting our hearts on obedience to Him in all things.  God loves to produce fruit and it gives experiential knowledge of God.  
John 8:31-32  31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed [trusted] in him, "If you abide [keep, obey] in my word, you are truly my disciples,  32 and you will know [intimately by experience] the truth, [I am the Truth] and the truth will set you free." [If the Son will set you free, you will be free indeed]
He who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted:  Scripture teaches that men cannot be saved by works, but that men without works are not saved.  This is air tight in the Bible.  
Matthew 7:21   21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

James 2:14-17   14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?  15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food,  16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?  17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
Now listen carefully here because we are on slippery ground.  Peter is speaking to and about believers.  God has already given us everything we need for godliness, but we need to be diligent to pursue Godliness, which is really pursuing Jesus.  IT IS REALLY IMPORTANT! We must prioritize our life around Christ.  God will not just ZAP us into Christlikeness.   
Having forgotten his purification from his former sins: Men cannot be saved by works, but “the saved ” can FORGET to work.  And when we do forget, we have forgotten the Cross.  We have gotten our eyes off  Jesus, who saved us to bring Glory to God.  He saved us to transform us.  He saved us to produce fruit in our lives.  Remember the Cross and how Christ washed you there for His Own Glory.  
CONCLUSION

2 Peter 1:10-11  10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;  11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

Be all the more diligent:  We are concluding know as we began.  This is a call to haste, and priority.  If you are not pursuing Christ and His life, you need to change your opinion about what matters in life.  You need to push away the things that keep you from it.  We are all busy, but God insists that we cannot and must not be too busy to pursue Him.  We do this by worship, fellowship, being preached to and taught and last but not least, making every effort to be godly, because YES….you do have the strength to progress in this.  
To make certain about His calling and choosing you:  Our progress in this confirms His genuine call in our lives.   His divine power has given us everything we need so we will push the world aside as it crowds Him out.  We will remember the Cross and how Jesus washed us there.  We will trust Him to make us strong in our obedience.  And we will be more certain everyday of our standing with Him.  
As long as you practice these things, you will never stumble:  This means you will not stumble in your certainty of His choosing and calling of you. It also means that when you practice them you will not stumble into sin.  I have often counseled with people who tell me something like this.  “I did what the Bible said,  but it only worked for a little while.  I still got angry and lost my temper.”  Did you continue doing what the Bible says, I asked.  “No, when my problem came back I stopped because it obviously didn’t work”   
For in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you:  We are not working for salvation.  Peter is describing how God has supplied everything we need for life [salvation] and godliness [sanctification]  Here God repeats that assertion.   “Entrance” is a noun.  It means the way in.  The door.  The gate into the eternal kingdom will be abundantly supplied or given to us.  It is the work of God.  It is realized fully and experientially in those who bow their heart to Christ as Lord.  We are the ones who eat the fruit of the Gospel.  By that fruit we are transformed and by it Christ is revealed to the world in His Glory.  He is mighty to save, but magnificent to transform.  
Ask for a verdict:   We all have our priorities.  What are yours?  Right now, at this moment what seems important to you.  To overcome some sin or weakness in your life?  How about to be useful to God?   Would you like to be more godly in your marriage, family and workplace? 
Now think with me for a moment about how you spend your time.  Do you actually put any effort into these things?  Even though salvation is by grace and God Himself supplies what we need to be like Christ, have you come to the place where you will actually put in quality time to be conformed to the image of Christ.  It will not just happen for you.  You will go through your entire life defeated and discouraged about your Christian life if you do not make a stand right now.  

Make hast and be more diligent to “Go hard after Jesus.”   Prioritize your life around this eternal goal.  Trade entertainment for edification.  Exchange time pursuing curiosity for the pursuit of the True Knowledge of God in Christ.  God has made it clear to us that this is His means to this end.  He has given, but we must take.  He has provided, but we must eat, drink and be satisfied.  May God grant us all the ability to say from the heart: 
Psalm 34:1-19  I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.  2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad.  3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together!  4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.  5 Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed.  6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him and saved him out of all his troubles.  7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them.  8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!  9 Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack!  10 The young lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.  11 Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.  12 What man is there who desires life and loves many days, that he may see good?  13 Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit.  14 Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.  15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry.  16 The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from the earth.  17 When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.  18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.  19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.
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